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We" Madethe Grade" !

=

Thelonganticipated School GradeCard hasfinally beenreleasedand V ander- #f."'c-:;j: ‘
| E 4 -

Good News from Superintendent Ronald Bennett........

cook L ake posted excellent grades. TheMichigan Department of Education

(MDE) hasbeenworkingfor many monthstryingtoget thegradescal culatedand e
releasedtothepublic. Thegradeswereoriginally scheduledtobereleased|ast - 1
summer but for variousreasons, thegradeswerevery latein being rel eased.

TheMDE notifieduslatethispastfall astoour preliminary gradefor our review. They alsosupplieduswiththedatathat
wasusedto cal cul atethegradeand asked usto makesurethey had used thecorrect data. Our CurriculumDirector, Susan
Haney, alongwith building staff and admini stratorsreviewed thedataand madethenecessary correctionsmaking sureour
datawascorrect. Thecorrected datawas submittedto the M DE and our official gradewasdetermined. Inthecaseof
V andercook L akePublic Schools, wereceived gradesfor each building.

TheTownsendBuildingreceivedagradeof “ B” and did makeadequateyearly progressasoutlinedintheNo Child L eft
Behindlaw. Thisisan outstanding grade, andweareproud of thestudentsand staff for their hardwork inachievingthis
grade. Thestudentsaremeasured by their M EA Ptest resultsand how much progresshasbeen made. Thestudentsand
staff work hardto demonstratetheir achievement and knowledge. Weal soknow that our parentsarevery supportiveof
thestudentsinhel pingthestudentsbeready for thistest. TheM EAPtest isoneof themost important measurement tools
used by theM i chigan Department of Education.

Thegradefor theHigh School wasan“A”, andthey madeadequateyearly progressasoutlinedintheNo ChildLeft Behind
law. Thisisanexceptional gradeandtheonly“A” given to any high school in Jackson County. Inthe caseof the
highschool building, thegradeisdetermined by thehighest gradeinthebuilding. Inour case, thegradewasdetermined by
thetest givenat theeleventhgradelevel . Thestudentswereoutstandingandtook thetest very serioudy. They wereready
for thetest and al so knew that agood performancewoul d a so provide someschol arshipmoney for college. Again, our
students, staff and parentsareto becommendedfor al of thehard work and dedi cationthat wentintothetesting program.
Thetremendouseffortsby thestudentsand staff havebeen strongly supported by theadministrationandtheV andercook
L akeBoard of Educationtoinsurethat theeducational programat V andercook L akewould meet today'sstandards.

Weall canbevery proud of theaccomplishmentsof thestudentsinthedistrict. Throughtheir hardwork andthehardwork
of al staff members, we“ MadetheGrade” .
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DARWINNERSELECTED
Jordan J. Masters

In 1934 theNational Society Daughter sof the American Revolution established a Good CitizensContest in
high schools. Thisawardistorecognizeand encour ageoutstandingyoung peopleinthepur suit of highideals.
Theestablished qualitiesfor good citizensar e based upon:

1. Leadership: personality, self control, assumption of responsibility

2. Dependability: truthfulness, loyalty, and punctuality

3. Service: cooperation, courtesy, consideration of others

4. Patriotism: unselfish interest in family, school, community, and nation.

Duringthemonth of October, theteacher swereasked tonominateasenior student for theDAR award. The
top threeteacher nomineenameswer e presented tothe senior classfor their final vote. Thosestudentswere
Kali Briggs, Jordan Masters, and Chad Meyers. Jordan Masters waschosen toreceivea Good Citizen Pin
and Certificatefrom the Sarah Treat Prudden Chapter of theNSDAR for Jackson County.

During December Jor dan began hisstatecompetition by completingaquestionnaireand submittingaletter
of recommendation, completetranscript,and graduation pictur e. Jor dan alsowr otea500-wor d essay on a
topic selected by the NSDAR. Congratulationsto Jordan on hisVander cook L ake School selection!

Mr.Dan Roggenbaum
" Coach of theYear"

Mr. Dan Roggenbaum has been se-
lected astheDivisionFour - Women's
Track Coach of the'Y ear. Thishonor
encompassestheentire Stateof Michi-
gan. Danwashonoredbeforeavarsity
basketball contest thiswinter. Hehas
been along-timeteacher/coach of the
Vandercook L akeschool district. This
isanhonor hetruly deserves.

Congratulations, Mr. Roggenbaum, the
" 2003Women'sTrack Coach of the
Year"!

Picturedfrom L efttoRight: JolieKing, Traver seCity St. Francis, Dan Roggenbaum, Vander cook L akeSchoals, Scott Werner,
Pewamo-Westphalia, Michad Kuyer s, Potter sville
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Cascades Conference Sportsmanship Winner

V andercook L akeHigh School wassel ected astheconferenceschool demonstratingahighlevel of sportsmanshipduring
thefall sportsseason. Thisaward, TheBurdetteW. Andrews Sportsmanship Trophy, ispresented following each sport
seasonof theyear. Onepresentationismadeasaresult of thefal | sportsseason, another at theend of thewinter sportsseason,
andthefinal presentationfoll owingthespring sportsseason.

TheCascadesConferencemember school ssel ected V andercook L akeHigh School astheschool demonstratingexcellent
sportsmanshipfor thefall sportsseason and the presentationwasmadeat thefirst conferencehomebasketbal | gamethis
winter. TheawardwaspresentedtoKali Briggs, President of the Student Council, Mr. Anthony Hollow, Principal of the
High School, and Chuck Miller, Athletic Director, by the President of the Cascades ConferenceExecutive Council, Mr.
BruceV anEyck, Superintendent of East Jackson Schools. Mr. Burdette Andrews, Superintendent Emeritusof V andercook
Lake Schools, assisted Mr.VanEyck. The Sportsmanship Trophy isnamedin hishonor, ashewasoneof theoriginal
Superintendentsthat formed the CascadesConference.

Weareproud to accept thisaward on behalf of our students, athletes, and fansof Vandercook L ake.

Pictured (L efttoRight): Kali Briggs, BruceVanEyck, CharlesMiller, BurdetteW. Andrewsand Anthony Hollow
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No Child Left Behind’s Impact on our School

Our school isdedicated tomaking sureall children succeedinschool andinlife. We' reproud of programslike
readingrecovery, developmental kindergarten, CGI math, accel erated reader, ML PP, I nvestigationsMath, after school
tutoring, summer school, Community AsSchool, differentiatedinstructionand 6-trait writingthat hel p studentsat our school
learn. Buttheway our school and student achievementismeasured andreportedwill bedifferent under thefedera law known
asNoChildLeft Behind (NCLB). It’ simportant for youtounderstand how thislaw affectsour school and our students.

NCLB, signedintolaw by President Bushin January 2002, i sthefederal government’ slargest ever expansioninto
our local schools. Whilewesupport theconcept of NCL B andwill fully comply withthisnew law, itisvery complicated
andwill requireanenormouseffort by our school, school district and statetoimplement.

Under NCLB, ameasureknown asAdequate Y early Progress(AY P) isused to report student progressonthe
Michigan Education Assessment Program (M EAP) readingand mathtests. By the2013-2014 school year, all studentsin
Michigan aresupposed to besuccessful ontheM EAPtest accordingtoNCLB.

Eachyear, our school will receiveareportfromthestatethat showsour AY Pstatus. Thereportwill includestudents
scoresfor theentireschool, but that’ sonly part of therating. Thereport will also break students’ scoresintodifferent
subgroups, including race/ethnicity, studentswithdisabilities, Limited English Proficiency (L EP) andeconomically disadvan-
taged. Individual student scoreswill not appear onthereport. 1 our school doesnot makeAY Pinevery category, does
that meanour school isabad school ? Absolutely not! AY Pismostly based on MEA Presults, and our studentsarelearning
muchmorethanwhat’ smeasured by asingletest onasingleday. It’ simportant for parentstounderstandtheir child’ sday-
to-day progressintheclassroom.

We are using our school improvement plan, devel oped as required by Michigan law, to address our school
improvement needs, includingthoseidentifiedunder NCL B. Our school iscurrently focusingoncurriculumalignmentinthe
corecontent areasand reading comprehens on. Weareal sogathering datafrom classroom and stateassessmentsto make
our school even better.

Wecan'tdothisalone. Maintaining highquality schoolsisajobfor theentirecommunity, andweneedyour help
inreachingthesegoals. If youwouldliketogetinvolved contact your buildingprincipal.

Townsend Elementary School receivesTitlel funding. Titlel isafederal programthat providesresourcestoschools
inareasof economicneed. NCL B focusesonschools, likeours, that receiveTitlel funding.

Under NCL B, every school receiving Titlel money isrequiredtonotify parentsof their rightstorequest andreceive
thefollowinginformationfromtheschool:

* Professional qualificationsof their child’ steacher(s) including degreesand certificationshel dand whether theteacheris
certifiedintheareahe/sheisteaching.

* Whether or nottheir childisreceivinginstruction by aparaprofessional, andif so, his/her qualifications. Thisappliestoal

instructional staff intheschool, not justthosepaidwith Titlel funds.

NCLB asosaysthat Titlel schoolsmust notify parents:

* About theschool improvement statusof their child’ sschool. Titlel school sthat donot meet AY Pfor atleast twoyears
inarow may berequiredto offer studentspublic school choicewithinthedistrict or tutoring. School sthat continuetobe
identifiedforimprovement may belistedfor correctiveaction.

* Of their child’ sachievement level ontheM EA Ptest.

* |f their child hasbeen assigned or taught for at | east four consecutiveweeksby ateacher who doesnot meetthehighly
quaifieddefinition.

* Of their right to beinvolvedintheplanning andimpl ementation of theparent invol vement programintheir school.

If you haveany additional questionsabout No Child L eft Behind anditsimpact onour school , pleasecontact SueHaney
at 782-0342 or visitwww.nochildleftbehind.gov.
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Academic Games 2004

Vandercook L akeHigh School will competein Academic Games, Saturday,
March 27,2004 at Jackson Community College. Our studentswill competewith
other county schoolsintheareasof English, Mathematics, and Socia Studies. It
isopentothepublicbeginningat 8:45a.m. Thescheduleof competitionswill be
postedthroughout thecampus.

TheEnglishteamiscoached by Mr. Steven Tucker. Teammembersinclude:
Brian Tucker, Geoff Chiles, AutumnJones, Meghan Gallagher, Dan\Watts, Andy
Hal,andTylerHale.

TheEnglishessay teamisal socoached by Mr. Tucker. Teammembersinclude:
Brian Tucker, Dan Wattsand M eghan Gallagher.

TheMathteamiscoached by Mr. Dan Roggenbaum. Teammembersinclude:
Corey Vincent, Jordan Masters, Randall Wilcox, Adam Sprangel, Jennifer
McDaniels, Chad Myers, KristaJensen, Chel seaM axson, and Heather Fushi.

The Social Studiesteam is coached by Mr. Mark Bareis. Team members
include: AdrianTowery, AdamWhitworth, Nick Bristow, Nick Gallagher, Kim
Y other, Steve Saari, LaurenRitter, Jared Burkeand Nick Schilling.

Good Luck Teams!!

Kindergarten Round-Up High School MEAP test

KindergartenRound-UpforVander-
cook L akePublic Schoolswill beheld
at Townsend Elementary on April 26,
27and28. Childrenneedtobeb5as
of December 1, 2004 inorder toattend
Kindergarteninthefal. Pleasecall
Townsend Elementary at 784-6133to
register for our round-up.

Thewindowforthisyear’ sHigh School
MEAPtestwillbeMay 3-May 14. As
inthepast, al juniorswill betestedinthe
areasof social studies, science, math-
ematics, andlanguagearts. Any senior
wishingtoretakeany portionof thetest
to qualify for the Merit Scholarship
should see Ms. Koetsier to sign up
beforeMay 3. If you have any ques-
tionsregardingtestingortheMerit Schol-
arship, please contact Sue Haney at
782-0342.

Four-Year OIld Preschool
Program Registration:

Registrationfor next year will begin
theweek of April 12. Weplantohave
amorning session and an afternoon
sessionnext year aswewill haveboth
astate funded program and atuition
paidprogram. If youhaveachildwho
will be4 by December 1, 2004 but not
5 before December 1, 2004, please
contact theMcDevitt school officeat
782-0342 or stopintheMcDevitt of -
ficefor regigrationinformationtheweek
of April 12. Spacemay belimited so
cal earlyif youplantohaveyour child
attendinthefall.

Summer Childcare

McDevitt School will beopenagain
thissummer for childcare. Hoursdur-
ingthesummer will befrom6:00am.to
6:00 p.m. June7 - August 13. Many
activitiesarescheduledthroughoutthe
summer includingfieldtripstothezoo,
the park, the Michigan Theatre, Full
Blast Water Park, putt-putt golf and
muchmore. Wewill beginregistering
studentsfor summer Monday, March
1,2004. Therewill bea$15.00regis-
trationfeeforeachfamily. Thecostwill
remain$2.00/hrforonechildand$1.40/
hr for each additional child in your
family. Additional costswill include
fieldtripcoststhat will vary. Wewill
provide amorning and an afternoon
snack aswell asmilk. Y oumust pro-
videbreakfastandlunchforyour child.
For moreinformationor any questions
you might have, please contact
McDevitt School at 782-0342. Space
islimited dueto licensing capacity.
Register early withregistrationpacket,
scheduleandfee.
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Thisyear, 26tenthgradejob shadowerswereplacedinthe Jacksonarea. All of thestudentsreported positiveexperiences.
Job shadowingisatwo-to-four hour, one-timevisit, withanemployer inthestudent’ scareer interest area. Thestudent
“shadows’ attheplaceof business, isgivenatour, learnsabout requirementsfor thecareer, and many timesexperiences
“hands-on” activities. If youwouldliketoknow moreabout job shadowing, or if you know anemployer whowouldbea
good placement for astudent tojob shadow withinthefuture, please contact Patti Shafer at 782-8167, Ext. 143.

Weappreciatethetimethesebusinesspeoplegiveto our futureworkingforce! Special thanksto DebBildner and Eric

Job Shadowingat VVander cook L akeHigh School

Baldwin, | SD Education Coordinators, for their finework in placing thestudentsat outstanding busi nesses.

Student:

Anderson, Abbey
Bevier,Kylie
Buckley,lan

Crum, Rachad
Cyrocki,Monica
Eagle, Stephen
Fischman,Gisle
Fisher,David
Furlong, Cynthia
Fushi, Shelly
Gadlagher,Meghan
Griffith, Mark
Grove, Ashley
Howard, Cierra
Jackson, Andrew
Jensen, Krista
Landwehr, Jasmine
LeFaive Kara
Lowe, Ray
Mollitor,Katherine
Montgomery, Chrissy
Owens, Jonathan
Parlow, Amber
Schweda, Jondll
Wahl, Sara
Woolwine, Nicole

Career Area: L ocation:
WebPageDesign JCISD

PediatricNurse FooteHospital

Carpenter R.W. Mercer Co.
ChildCare ABCAcademy
Cosmetology Gracie' sPlace

Surgery Baker College

Physdan FooteHospital

Carpenter R.W. Mercer Co.
Hrefighter City of JacksonFireDept.
Pediatrics RiversdePediatrics
Psychologist Recovery Technologies
CAD Worthington Specialty Proc.
PediatricNurse FooteHospital

Law Lansing StateCapitol
Physdan TownsendMedical Center
Y outh Pastor Trinity WedeyanChurch
RecordingArtist JTV

Mortician J.L.Watson Funeral Home
Chef OldCountry Buffet
Computer Programming JCISD

Physica Therapist Orthopaedic Rehab Spec.
Cartoonist Dragon Crest Studios
Archivist/Curator EllaSharpMuseum
CrimeLab/Law Blackman Public Safety Dept.
Surgery Baker College

Dentigt Dr.MatheinandSlete

Contact:

Steve Woloszyn
Beverly Thompkins
BrianBrockie

MariannGladstone
Colleen Johnson
Judy Burgess
Beverly Thompkins
BrianBrockie

Eric Copeland
Amy Watkins
GregGallagher
Frank Layman
Beverly Thompkins
Senator Mark Schauer
Dr. Amy Ulrich
Andy Merritt

Karen & Bart Hawley
Jay Watson

Denny Altic
SteveWoloszyn
DavePolson
WilliamBaetz
AmyWEelington
Tom Brower
Judy Burgess
SharonGregurich
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Job Shadowing at Vandercook Lake High School
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JasmineL andwehr

Amber Parlow
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2004Community-As-School Senior Inter nship Program

Thissemester 10seniorsareparticipating asinternsinthe Community-As-School Program.

Intern:
Berry,Lauren

Crawford, Ronda

Mechiori,Brandie
Sedgman, Méelissa

Spaulding, Casey
Vincent, Corey
Wilcox, Randall
Weélls, Traci

Y oakam, Kristen

Y other, Kimberly

Career Area:
X-ray Technician
Surgical Nurse
Law

Elem. Teaching
Elem. Teaching
RadioDJ
Architecture
Architecture
Elem. Teaching

Law Enforcement
Physica Education

Physdan

L ocation(s):

FooteHospital Imaging Serv.

BlakeWoodsMedical Park
Prosecuting Attorney’ sOff.

JuvenileDivison

Jackson Co. Courthouse
TownsendElementary
TownsendElementary
WKHM  K-105.3
Architonics

Architonics

Keicher Elementary
MichiganCenter

Jackson Co. Sheriff’ sDept.

ArnoldElementary
MichiganCenter H.S.
FooteHospital Laboratory
FooteMaternity Services

Community Teacher

Cathy Rayl, Education Coor.
Margaret Acker, CEO
KatieRezmierski,

Asst. Prosecuting Attorney
Ivy Arbuckle/Becky Williams

ChrisVanEpps(5thgrade)
SharonElzinga(Kindergarten)
JamieMcKibbin, ProgramDir.
Robert Cole, Architect/Owner
Robert Cole, Architect/Owner
Jennifer Bristal, (4thgrade)

Lt. DaveTeriaco
KellyMcCloughan
KarrieHouser

Mary Spencer, Manager
BarbMierzwa, NurseManager

Community-As-School givesseniorswhoqualify anopportunity toexploreacareer onanin-depthlevel. Throughworking
withprofessional sintheir chosencareer area, they discover if thisisthecareer they want topursueinthefuture. Findingout
if thecareerisorisn’ tfor thembeforeattending collegeisanextremely val uableexperience. If youwouldliketoknow more
about theprogram, please contact Patti Shafer, Program Coordinator, at 782-8167, Ext. 143.

If youknow any of theabove Community Teachers, pleasethank themfor supportingV andercook LakeHigh School by
sponsoringasenior forasemester. They arewonderful mentorsfor our seniors!....Patti Shafer, CASResource Coordinator

Pictured below aretheparticipating CASinternseniors:

Frontrow: Traci Wells, Casey Spaulding, BrandieMel chiori, MelissaSedgman

Backrow: Kristen'Y oakam, RondaCrawford, LaurenBerry, Corey Vincent, Randall Wilcox, Kimberly Y other
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5th and 6th Grade Boys
Basketball Tournament

The weekend of February 13, 14,
and 15, theVandercook L akeAthletic
Boosters hosted 35 fifth and sixth
gradebasketball teams. Thisyear the
tournamentwasspreaddl over Vander-
cook L ake- at Townsend Elementary,
McDevitt Elementary, thehighschool
and middle school gymnasiums. All
proceedsgodirectlyintonewfacilities
anduniformsfor all of our athletes. A
big thank you to Randy Straub, Jeff
McDanielsandall otherswhovolun-
teered. Theweekendwasahugesuc-
cess.

Annual Blood Drive

March 11

TheVandercook L ake Student
Council ishosting its annual
BloodDriveonThursday, March
11,2004, from 8:00amto 2:00
pm. Thisisanexcellentopportu-
nity for our community togive
the gift of life. Call the high
school at 782-8167 for an ap-
pointment or stop by during
blood drivehours.

Women | n Sports

TheMichiganHigh School Athletic Association designated thefirst week in
February as"Womenin SportsWeek". High school sareencouraged to honor
womenwhohad been positively influenced by highschool athletics. VVandercook
L akehashad many outstandingwomenwhoaredligiblefor thisaward.

Thisyear'saward goesto Penny May Curl. Penny wasa1984 graduate.
Inher highschool career, sheplayed basketball, volleybal | and softball..

She was a leader on all the teams she participated on. She earned "All
Conference" honorsonevery varsity teamsheplayedoninher senior year.

Penny ismost deserving of thisaward.

High School Bowling

V andercook L akehasstarted aClub Bowlingteamthiswinter for bothgirlsand
boys. They areplayingareaschool sinJackson County.

All athletesmust follow MHSAA rulesand high school athleticrules.

Bothteamsaredoingvery well. TheRegional was held at SummitLaneson
Saturday, February 28.
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Middle School News

Theseventhand eighth grademiddleschool studentsrecently finishedtheir M EAPtesting. Testing begantheweek of
January 26 and concluded on February 11, 2004. The students were served a complimentary breakfast and were
encouraged by theentiremiddleschool staff todotheir best onthetest. Theseventhgradersweretestedintheareasof reading
andwriting. Theeighthgradersweretestedintheareasof science, socia studiesand math.

BullyProofing Program: OnMonday, March 8, 2004, themiddleschool staff will beimplementing abully-proofing
curriculuminanefforttodecreasetheincidencesof verbal, physical, and exclusion-typebullyingbehaviors. Lastyear a
committeeof teachers, counse ors, and administratorsdes gned and administered asurvey, whichenabled ustogainabetter
understandingof our student'sperspectiveonthisissue. Thedatathat hasbeen collected fromthesesurveyswascompiled
and hasrecently beenanalyzed by themiddleschool staff. Asanticipatedtherewasagreat variety instudent responsesas
tothescopeand magnitudeof thisprobleminour school. Many of our studentsexpressedtheopinionthat thisisnot aserious
or prevaent probleminour school. However, thestaff and admini stration areintotal agreement that wemust doeverything
inour power toestablishaschool wideapproachtocombat bullying typesituations. Forthenexttwoweekswewill beutilizing
Advisory classtoeducatestudentsontheproblemsof harassment and bullying. Weknow that workingeffectively withour
community and parentsisanimportant andintegral component of providingasuccessful bully-proofingprogram. Please
speak toyour childregardingthisissueandif you haveany questions, comments, or need moreinformation, contact Mr.
Schonhardor Ms. Koetsier.

For moreinformationabout all theexciting and educational activitiestaking placeat V andercook L akeMiddle Schooal,
pleaseask your childrentobringhometheir copy of theMiddle School Journal. Every third Friday, Mr. Gass sJournalism
classproducesan exceptiona new paper, whichdisplayswonderful photography andthought-provokingarticles.

Soft Truancy Program

TheSoft Truancy Programisaproactiveearly intervention program designed to assi st middl e-school studentsand
familieswhoarestrugglingwithattendanceand academic progress. Thesupport teamincludesthestudent'sfamily,
probatecourt referee, assistant principal, school counsel or, social worker and school liaisonofficer.

Together asateam, they meet on aweekly basistoreview the students' successand provide support where needed.
Theprogramhasprovidedremarkableresultsfor individual swhohavenot previously beeninvolvedinthecourt system.

A consistent comment from parentswho havecompl eted theprogramis, | would recommend thisprogramto other
parentswhoarebeing challengedby their child'sbehavior".

Contact JJmBionndolillo, highschool counselor, at 782-8167 withquestions.
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2nd Grade
Second Gradersareextremely busy. All of uswill bestudyingweather andwerelucky to havethe Stormtracker 6 van
and meteorologist, Pat Michaels, visit our schoal.

OnFebruary 9thechildren sang songsfor their grandparentsand presentingthemwith“ tokensof love” that they made
inclass. AmeliaBedeliabooksareawaysahitinreadingand shewas broughttolifeat Jackson Community Collegeon
February 10, 2004. Thechildrenareexcitedtoseethisplay.

Cursivehandwritingisbeingintroduced. They aredoingawonderful jobforminglettersand connectingthemtomake
words....Wehopethat youwill continuetolistentoour reading. Weareproud of how far wehavecome.....Mrs. Higgins

3rd Grade

Asthefirst semester comesto acloseandthesecond half of our year getsunder way, wefindthe Third Gradeinastate
of disaster! Sinking ships, eruptingvol canoes, earthquakes, and evenaflood of mol asseshavekept theclassesbusy. The
childrenhavevisitedtheicy watersof theNorth Atlantictolearnabout the Titanic, theancient city of Pompeli tolearnabout
volcanoesand Bostonintheearly 1900stolearnabout thegreat molassesdistillery explosion (really!) throughbothfiction
andnon-fictionsd ectionsinour reading series. Thank goodnesswe' venearly completed our LanguageArtsThemeentitled
Disaster!, nonetheworst for wear.

Some classes even combined thisunit with the sciencekit, Our Changing Earth, to investigate landforms, erosion,
earthquakes, landdlides, and vol canoesevenfurther through hands-onactivities, additional booksandvideos.

Mrs. Jones classsharedtheir knowledgeof the Titanicthroughanexhibitioninther classroomfor parentsandpeers. The
Third Gradea soattendedtheplay AmeliaBedelia(areal disaster inher ownright) at JCC Potter Center.

Thisunithasbeenoneof our students’ favorites. Pleasehavethem sharewhat they’ velearnedwithyou.....MissWaite

Fourth Grade News

OnJanuary 26, the Fourth Gradersbeganworking ontheir MEAPreading, |languageartsand mathtests. Thisyear’s
reading/writingtest began by asking thestudentstowriteapersonal narrativeabout solving problems. They wroteafirst
draft and wereencouraged to usedictionariesand Thesauri tohel pthemreviseand edit their work for thefinal draft. Next
thestudentscompl eted thereading portionthat consi sted of onefictionand onenon-fiction piece. Tenmultiple-choice
guestionsfollowed each sel ection, inadditiontofivecross-text questionsthat pertai ned to both sel ections. For thesecond
writing, studentswereaskedtorespondtothereading sel ectionsby takingapositiontoagiven prompt and supportingit
withevidencefrombothtexts. Inthefinal segment of thetest, studentslistenedto afol ktal eontapeand werethen asked
toanswer ten questionsabout what they heard. Themathtestisdividedinto 3 partswithatotal of 39 challengingword
problems. Mucheffort wasputintothepreparationfor thesetests; andall Fourth Gradeteachersreportedthat themajority
of our studentsworkeddiligently onthetests.

Inmid-March, theFourth Graderswill travel tothe Dahlem Environmental Education Center tolearn about themaking
of maplesyrup. Weareall hopingfor asampletotaste......Mrs.Vass
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Kindergarten News

TheKindergarten classeshavebeen enjoying many fun, educational activitiesinthesecoldwinter weeks. Wehavebeen
getting our mindsoff thecol dtemperaturesby studyingthewarmoceanclimate. Theclasseshavel earned about severa ocean
creatures, including dol phins, whal es, penguins, seahorsesandtheoctopus. Thechildrenarevery interestedinthese
Creatures!

Our 100 sday cel ebrationswereexciting and packed withlearning. All of theclassesfocused on countingto 100, and
writingand doing proj ectsabout thenumber 100. Itwasanimportant milestoneintheyear. Someof theactivitiesincluded
Mrs. Stapley’ sclasshavingaHawaiianparty, Mrs. Elzinga’ sclasswriting 100 on pancakeswithsyrupandMrs.Marsh's
classhavingatrail mix madewith 100itemsfromeach student. What fun! Our curriculum continuesto beenhanced by
learningthroughsongs. Wehavebeensingingabout thea phabet, thevowel s, col ors, fedingsand thecalendar. Thechildren
gresatly enjoy theseactivities.

Thehome-school connectionisbeingenhanced by theDolchwordlists. Many childrenarelearningtheir Dolchwords
at homeandrecitingthemat school. Wearevery proud of their progress! LearningtheDolchwordswill helpthechildren
torecognizethesehighfrequency wordsastheir reading progresses.

Inmath, thechildren havebeen playing number gamesto compareand createnumbers, aswel | asstudying solid shapes,
andbeginningfractions. Mrs.Marsh’ sclassiscrestinga“ ShapesM useum” , inwhichstudentswill bringinobjectsfromhome
that represent the solid shapesthey havelearned about intheclassroom. Thestudentsarealsoworkingonindividually
countingto 100. Great jobtothosestudentswho haveal ready been successful!

Thekindergartnershavenow beenintroducedtotheletter peoplethroughMr. R. Thepictures, puppetsand songswill
hopefully makelastingimpressi onsabout thel etter sounds.

Thesciencekitsarewell underway asthestudentslearn about Changes, Living ThingsandtheEarth. Theexperiments
arevery ageappropriateand offer hands-onlearningfor thestudents.

Wearel ookingforwardtomany moreproductiveweekswiththekindergartners. Astheoceanunit progresses, many more

funactivitieswill come. Another fieldtripwill becomingupthisspringat theAnn Arbor Hands-OnMuseum. Wearealso
lookingforwardtowatchingnew progressdevel opdaily inthechildren’ sbeginningreadingandwritingskills....Haveawarm
andsafewinter!......... Mrs.Marsh

1st Grade News

Busytimes. Funtimes. ItisalwaysanadventureinFirst Grade. Our First Gradershavebeenvery hardatwork learning
how toread; andthey areso proud of themselves! They aremasteringbasi cadditionand subtractionskillsinmathas
well asdoing story problems.

All of theclasseshad awonderful celebrationfor the100thday of school. Someof theactivitiesincluded reading books
about 100, doing 100-pi ece puzzl es, putting somespotson dal matians, countingto 100 and many more. Thestudents
madesomewonderful projectsdisplaying 100 of something, and someof themeven madeshirtstowear!

Theclassesarenow gettingready for theVaentine’ sDay party. Studentshavebeen busy making Va entine sboxes
bothat homeandat school, aswell asbringinginVaentine' sfortheir classmatesandteachers....Busy times. Funtimes.
That’ swhat First Gradeisall abot........... MissSchedeler




News and Views- VLPS-Volume 43-No.3, March 2004 Page 13

Fifth Grade News

Studentsin Fifth Gradehavebeenfocusi ng on preparationfor theM EA Ptestsin scienceand social studies. Wewantto
expressour thanksfor thetreats, letters, bulletin boardsand other actsof kindnessand support, whichwereceivedfrom
studentsinthelower grades. Wefeel confident that Fifth Graderswill dotheir personal best onthesetests.

Other academiceventsintheclassroomsincludescienceunitson Matter M attersand Caretakersof theEarth. Everyone
isworking hardinmathtobecomebetter problemsolvers. Weareal so buil dingagood understanding of basicmath skills
and devel oping accuracy whenadding, subtracting, multiplyinganddividing.

MissGrant’ sclassisgiving persuasivespeeches. Mrs. Y ocum’ sclassislookingforwardtotrackingthelditarodaswe
readinformational booksand articlesabout thisfamousdogsedracein Alaska.

Weareproud of StephanieWicklundfor qualifyingasTownsend’ srepresentativeintheJackson Citizen Patriot’ sSpelling
BeeonMarch15. Goodluck, Stephanie! TheaternateisGraceJohnson.......Mrs.Y ocum

Music News from Townsend

TheFourthand Fifth Gradestudentsinviteyoutoavery specia nightof snging!
Wewill bedoingaprogramof songsfromBroadway musicals. Wehavestudied
someof theshows, learning about thiswonderful andtruly Americanformof
entertalnment, cons sting of song, danceanddrama. Wecanhardly waittoshare
thislearningwithyou!

Cometo Townsend School gymat 7:00 PM on Thursday, March 11. Thepriceis“free”; andyouwill beableto
enjoy apricelessevening of musical fun! Wehopetoseeyouthere!......... Mrs. Childs

A Parent's Pledge

I know that children lear n best when familiesand schoolswor k together. Asaparent, | pledgeto:

-Spend sometimetalkingand listeningtomy child every day.

- Praisemy child for good wor k in school and good behavior at home.

- Help my child devel op self-confidenceand self-discipline.

- Talk with my child'steacher about how my childisdoingin school.

- Set aregular timeand placefor schoolwork. Duringthistime, therewill beNO television,
NO radio, NO phonecalls.

-Encouragereading. | will read tomy child, and I will listen asmy child readsto me.

- Make suremy child gets healthy meals, enough sleep and good exer cise every day.

- Lovemy child enough to say NO when necessary.

- Help my child discover thejoy that lear ningand thinking can bring at any age.
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District Technology News - March 2004

AccesstheDistrict Calendar On-Line

If yougototheVandercook L akePublic School sofficial websiteat http://scnc.vandy.k12.mi.usyou can seetheschool
calendar by clickingon“Vandy School Calendar”. All datesfromtheboard of educationschool calendar and many events
provided by teachersand staff areonthiscalendar. Onthecalendar pageisalink toall current season sportsschedul es.
If youknow of aschool or community event that should beonthiscalendar or know of correctionsthat shouldbemadepl ease
contact Phil Garrisonat 782-9044 or email at garrison@vandy.k12.mi.us. If aneventisnotlisteditisbecausethegroup
sponsoringtheevent hasnot asked to haveit onthecalendar.

Chuck Miller'sCascades ConferenceArchive

Also on our websiteisalink to Chuck's Cascades Conference Archive. Conference championsin all sports, state
championshipteamsandall conferenceteammembersarelisted. Thisdatawasaccumulated by Athletic Director Chuck
Miller over theyears, anditwasrecently computerized and exportedtoweb pages. A link tothepagethatlistsVandy All
conferenceathl etesover aroughly 50-year period for whichrecordscouldbefoundisal soontheV andy homepage.

Recycleink jet and laser toner cartridges- Money for printers

Recently collectionboxeshavebeen placedinthe Townsend School officeandtheHigh School / MiddleSchool Officefor
thecollectionof empty ink jet cartridgesand | aser toner cartridges. Recyclingkeepsplasticandtoxicink andtoner out of
theenvironment and providesmoney for thedistrict. Weplantouseall money generatedto purchasenew printersfor
classrooms. DONOT throw away your oldempty cartridges. Puttheminabaggieor plasticbag and sendthemto school
tobeputintheboxintheoffice............. Phil Garrison Director of Technology

Accelerated Reader Quiz List on Website

TheAccelerated Reader Quizlistisnow availableonthe
V andercook Lake School website
(www.scnc.vandy.k12.mi.us). Go to the website, click
Townsend School or Accel erated Reader listanditwill come
up. Thislistisalphabetical by titleof thebook. Theauthor,
book level and number of pointsisa sogiven. Wehopethat
this will be an aid to students and parents in using the
Accelerated Reader Quizprogram......Mrs. Taylor

www.scnc.vandy.k12.mi.u
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Lions of Michigan Exchange Program May be Looking for You

Lionsof MichiganY outh ExchangeProgram offerssummer opportunitiesfor youthtotravel, toexpandtheir knowledge
of family andcommunity lifeinother cultures.

Y oung peopl ebetweentheagesof 16 and 21 may participate. Y outhstraveling must beof good health, bothmentally
andphysically,andbewillingtolearn new customsand cultures. Knowledgeof foreignlanguagesisnot mandatory, except
inFrancewheretheparticipant must haveprevioudy studiedat | east oneyear of French. However, someknowledgeof the
country that ayouth choosestotravel ishel pful.

Eachcultura exchangeisapproximately four toe ght weekslong, dependingonthecountry tobevisited. Y outhstraveling
ontheprogram areresponsiblefor their feesand faresbut may writetolocal Lionsclubsand organizationsto request
sponsorship. Y outhstravelingontheprogramstay withLions-approvedfamilies.

Weareal solookingfor familieswhowouldliketohost ayouthfor threeto six weeksinthewinter or summer months. For
moreinformationontheLionsof MichiganY outh ExchangeProgram, pleasecall LionJohnWilcox at (517) 787-4706.

March is Parenting Awareness Month

Good parenting includes..........

1. Showing children love, concern, and respect at all times.

2. Giving children asafe placeto live and play.

3.Helpingchildrenexpressall their feelingsappropriately andlisteningtowhat they
say.

4. Giving children appropriate choices whenever possible.

5. Having reasonabl e rules that are understood by all.

6. Being responsible and teaching children to be responsible.

7. Spending timewith children.

8. Setting an example by what we say and do.

9. Working with our schools and communities to make them better for children.

10. Asking for help when we need it.
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2003-2004 CALENDAR

March 3 Parent-Teacher ConferencesM S/HS 6-8pm;
4 Parent Teacher Conferences- Elementary (Evening)
4 Parent Teacher ConferencesMS/HS 1-4; 6-8 pm;
Elem. Conf. (Evening); 1/2 Day of School
5 1/2 Day of School
8 Board Meeting- HSLibrary - 6:00 p.m.
11 Blood Drive8:00am-2:00pm
20-21 MiddleSchool Choir
Apil 5-9  SpringBreak
19 BoardMeeting- HSLibrary - 6:00 pm.
15  School Exhibition Grades6-12; 7-9pm
May 1 Prom
10  5thGradeOrientation8-9:30am
10 BoardMeeting- HSLibrary - 6:00 pm.
11  5thGradeOrientation6:15pm
13  SpringHighSchool/MiddleSchool Band/Choir Concert
19  Senior Dessert/AwardsNight 6:30pm-H.S. Awards7:30pm
23  Baccadaureste
24  Graduation- Potter Center 8:00 pm
26  6thand 7th Grade Awards 1:30 pm; 8th Grade Awards 6:30 pm
28  1/2 Day of Schooal
31  Memoria Day-No School
June 2 1/2 day of school - Exams
3 1/2 day of School - Exams
4 No School - Teacher Record Day
14 Board Meeting- HSLibrary - 6:00 pm
Band and Choir Festivals- All performancesar efreeof charge.
Seventh Grade Concert Band - March 6 - 8:30 am - Jackson High School
Eighth Grade Concert Winds - March 6 - 10:00 am - Jackson High School
High School Symphony Choir - March4- 1:48 pm- Holt High School
High School Symphony Band - March 19- 6:20 pm - Jackson High School
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