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DARWINNER SELECTED
Trista Raye Rink

In1934theNational Society Daughter sof theAmerican Revolution established aGood CitizensContest in high
schools. Thisawardistorecognizeand encour ageoutstandingyoung peoplein thepursuit of highideals. The
established qualitiesfor good citizensar ebased upon:

1. Leadership: personality, self control, assumption of responsibility

2. Dependability: truthfulness, loyalty, and punctuality

3. Service: cooperation, courtesy, consideration of others

4. Patriotism: unselfishinterestinfamily, school, community, and nation.

Duringthemonth of October, theteacher swereasked to nominateasenior student for theDAR award. The
top threeteacher nomineenameswer e presented tothesenior classfor their final vote. Thosestudentswere
Danielle Lowe, Trista Rink and Scott Spencer. Trista Rink was chosen to receive a Good Citizen Pin and
CertificatefromtheSarah Treat Prudden Chapter of theNSDAR for Jackson County on February 9, 2002.

Tristawasalsothewinner of thefifth gradecompetition for theDAR in February, 1995. Her winning essay
was" Colonial Daysin America”.

DuringDecember Tristabegan her statecompetition by completingaquestionnaireand submittingaletter

of recommendation, completetranscript, and graduation picture. Shealsowrotea500-wor d essay ona
topicselected by theNSDAR. Congratulationsto Tristaon her Jackson County selection and good luck inthe
statecompetition!
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Academic Games 2002

Vandercook L akeHigh School will competein Academic Games, Saturday,
March 23,2002 at Jackson Community College. Our studentswill competewith
studentsfrom other county school sintheareasof English, Mathematics, Science,
andSocia Studies. Itisopentothepublicbeginningat 8:45a.m. Theschedule
of competitionswill beposted at thefiel dhouse.

TheEnglishteamiscoachedby Mr. Steven Tucker. Teammembersinclude:
Nick Gallagher, DanWatts, Jess caSheets, Nick Bristow, Jenny Stevens, Casey
Spaulding, Sarah Zebarah, Grace Shipp, Joni Orandello, and Jenny McDaniels.

TheEnglishessay teamisa socoached by Mr. Tucker. Teammembersinclude:
JasmineGary, Michagl JamesandBrianTucker.

TheMathteamiscoached by Mr. Dan Roggenbaum. Teammembersinclude:
ErinSedgman, Jill Phillippi, JasmineGary, Scott Spencer, ChrisHewitt, Laurel
Reisender, David Richardson, Shawn Rutanand Jeremy Jensen.

The Scienceteam iscoached by Mr. Dan Hyliard. Team membersinclude:
KirstenY onnick, BenMasters, DavidHiggins, JessicaGazlay, Mark Rumsey,
Dani Lowe, Brian Tucker, JordanMasters, Jordan Clark andKali Briggs.

The Social Studiesteam is coached by Mr. Mark Barels. Team members

include: Michadl James, Paul Heath, Tyler Pierce, TristaRink, JacobAshley, Julie
Hancock, Korey Kuhl, and Carly Cyphers.

@od Luck Teans

High School MEAP Test

Theadministrationof thisyear'shigh school MEA Ptestisschedul ed
for April 29 - May 10. All juniorswill be tested in the areas of
mathematics, science, reading, writingandsocia studies. Any senior
needing to retake any of thetestsin order to qualify for the Merit
Scholarship should contact Mrs. Koetsier at the high school (782-
8167 ext. 208) or Ms. Haney at McDevitt (782-0342).

4-Year Old Preschool
Program Registration:

Registrationfor nextyear will begin
theweek of April 8. Weplantohavea
morning sessionand anafternoonses-
sionagainnextyear. If youhaveachild
who will be 4 by December 1, 2002,
but not 5 before December 1, 2002,
pleasecontact theM cDevitt school of -
ficeat 782-03420r stopintheMcDevitt
officefor registrationinformationthe
week of April 8. Wewill beaccepting
applicationsfor both statefunded and
tuitionpaid studentsat thistime.

Kindergarten Round-Up

KindergartenRound-Upfor Vander-
cook L akePublic Schoolswill beheld
at Townsend ElementaryonMay 6,7
and 8. Children need to be 5 as of
December 1, 2002 in order to attend
Kindergarteninthefall. ThenewKin-
dergartnerswill bescreened for speech,
gross and fine motor, readiness and
social skills. A parent will also be
asked to speak to our school social
worker duringthetimethechild ishere.
Please call Townsend Elementary at
784-6133toregister for our round-up.

M cDevitt Childcare

Thank You! !

Thank you to so many Vander -
cook L akecommunity member swho
havedonated toysand gamestoour
childcareprogram. Wecan always
use and are very appreciative of
good used toys and games.
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Register for Extra Funding for Your School

Vandercook L akeHigh School hasbeen awarded an Exxon/M obil educationa alliancegrant for $500.00throughKelly
Fuels. Thegrantwill beusedfor theHabitat Projectinfront of thebuilding. Kelly Fuel swill extend anadditional $250.00
tothehighschool if parents, students, rel ativesandfriendsandteacherssignaformidentifyingthemsel vesasV andercook
L akesupporterswhen purchasing gasoline. L ocationswhereyoumay register areasfollows:

Auto Mist AlbionBeer Well
1514W.Morrdll 27814 CDriveNorth
Jackson, M| Albion, Ml
Kelly'sQuick Stop B&B ExpressMart
3797 W. Michigan Ave 102W. BrooklynRd.
Jackson, M1 Napoleon, Ml

Pictured receiving the grant from Kelly Fuels (I-r) Vandercook Lake art teacher - Jack
Faber, Kelly Fuels Store Manager- Penny Lafountain, Senior- Danielle Lowe, and
Sophomore-Brian Tucker.

West and High Mobhil
1240 S. West Ave.
Jackson, M1

Kelly'sExpressMart
1825Horton Road
Jackson, M1

Congratulationsto Stock
Market GameWinners

Mrs. Shafer's Senior Personal Fi-
nance classes participated inacom-
petitive 10-week statewide Stock
Market Game. The students were
placedingroupsandthengivenaficti-
tious$100,000toinvest over the 10-
week period. The teams competed
against eachotherat VCL, aswell as
againstteamsacrosstheStateof Michi-
gan. They learned how thestock mar-
ket functions, how toresearch stocks,
and how volatile the market can be
dependingontheeconomy andcurrent
events. The first and second place
teamsweretreated toagourmet meal
attheOliveGarden. TheOliveGarden
meal was made possible through a
Jackson Community Foundationmini-
grant.

1stPlace Team: JasmineGary, Dani
L owe, Scott Spencer, Lorren Griffis,
JoshVanepps

2nd Place Team: Jeremy Jensen,
Tyler Pierce, Paul Heath

Pictured at left: Seated - JasmineGary, Dani
Lowe, Scott Spencer, Lorren Griffis, Josh
Vanepps, Jeremy Jensen. Standing - Tyler
Pierce, Paul Heath
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Job Shadowing at Vandercook Lake High School

Patti Shafer, Career Prep Coordinator at V CL, placed 43tenth gradersinterestedinjob shadowingthisyear. All of the
studentsreported positive experiences. Job shadowingisatwo-to-four hour, one-timevisit, withanemployer inthe
student’ s career interest area. Thestudent* shadows’ at theplaceof business, isgivenatour, learnsabout requirements
for thecareer, and many timesexperiences” hands-on” activities. If youwouldliketoknow moreabout job shadowing,
orif youknow anemployer whowouldbea good placement for a student toj ob shadow withinthefuture, pleasecontact
Patti Shafer at 782-8167, Ext. 143. Weappreciatethetimethesebusinesspeoplegiveto our futureworkingforce!

Student: Career Area: L ocation:

Berry, Lauren Cosmetology Tangles Styling Salon

Bioty, Ashley Pre-School Education ABC Academy

Briggs, Kali Accounting Willis & Jurasek

Bristow, Nicholas Ve Gaide Veterinary Hospital
Clemons, Micki Middle School Teacher Western Middle School
Crawford, Ronda Medical Field GarciaClinica Lab

Eagen, Jodie Banking Comerica(Napoleon)
Gallagher, Nick Family Counseling Jackson Co. Family Indepen. Agency
Hall, Meghan Interior Design Design Exchange

Hancock, Randy Computer Networking TLC EyeCare

Kirst, Adam Electrician Hirst Electric Co.

Masters, Jordan Opthalmology Center for Sight

McCormic, Colleen GraphicDesign Classic Images

McDaniels, Jennifer Accounting Willis & Jurasek

McDaniels, Krystal Cosmetology Tangles Styling Salon
Melchiori, Brandi Elementary Education Townsend Elementary

Myers, Chad Accounting Willis & Jurasek

Passino, Andrea Pre-School Education ABC Academy

Perdew, Jessica Elementary Education Townsend Elementary
Pickrell,Nicole Animal Shelter Cascade Humane Society
Poole, Angie Animal Shelter Cascade Humane Society
Riddle, Fred Law Enforcement Jackson County Sheriff’s Dept.
Rubenstein, Kyle Law Enforcement Jackson County Sheriff’s Dept.
Sabin,Kyle Construction Randy VanEpps

Sauceda, Christina Dental Hygienist Dr. Rando’ sDentist Office
Sedgman, Melissa Elementary Teacher Townsend Elementary

Smith, Drue Medical Field GarciaLab

Sowle, Tiffany Physical Therapy Footeworks Outpatient
Spaulding, Casey Vet Assistant Kibby Park Animal Hospital
Stetler, Morgan Mentally Disabled Teacher Ackerson Lake PPl Room
Tittler, Amanda Dental Hygienist Dr. Rando’ sDentist Office
Tucker,Brian Astrophysics Hurst Planetarium

Uroda, Jacilyn Cosmetology Tangles Styling Salon
Vandeventer, Danielle Dental Hygienist Dr. Rando Dentist Office
Warner, Virginia Radio/DJ 105.3Radio Station

Watts, Dan Water Treatment Jackson Co. Water Treatment Plant
Wells, Traci Psychology/Counseling Jackson Co. Family Indep. Agency
Wilcox, Randall Engineering Eaton Aeroquip Co.

Willbee, Stephen Business’Mgmt. Willbee Transit Mix

Winters, Amanda Dental Hygienist Dr. Rando’ sDentist Office
Wolcott, Christian Law Enforcement Jackson Co. Sheriff’ sDept.
Wood, Jennifer Vet Assistant Gaide Veterinary Hospital

Y oakam, Kristen

Lawyer

Eric White's Law Office
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Job Shadowing at Vandercook Lake High School
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Job Shadowing at Vandercook Lake High School
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5th and 6th GradeBoys
Basketball Tour nament

Theweekend of February 2, 3, and
4, the Vandercook Lake Athletic
Boosters hosted 35 fifth and sixth
gradebasketball teams. Thefifthgrade
playedinthenew middleschool gym,
whilethesixthgradeplayedinthehigh
school gym. All proceedsgodirectly
intouniformsandfacilitiesfor al of our
athletes. A bigthank youshouldgoto
the varsity girls and boys basketball
playersthat hel pedouta ong with Randy
Straub, Jeff McDaniels, and Dave
Negus. Theweekendwasahugesuc-
cess.

Annual Blood Drive

March 15

TheVandercook L ake Student
Council ishosting its annual
Blood Driveon Friday, March
15,2002, from 8:30amto 2:30
pm. Thisisanexcellentopportu-
nity for our community togive
the gift of life. Call the high
school at 782-8167 for an ap-
pointment or stop by during
blood drivehours.

Women In Sports

TheMichiganHigh School Athletic Associationdesignatedthefirstweekin
February as"Womenin SportsWeek". High school sareencouraged to honor
womenwhohad been positively influenced by highschool athletics. VVandercook
L akehashad many outstandingwomenwhoaredligiblefor thisaward.

Thisyear'saward goestoHolly Baumgartner. Holly wasa1992 graduate.
Inher highschool career, sherancrosscountry, track, and playedvolleyball. She
wasaso"AcademicAll State".

After highschool sheattended Central MichiganUniversity whereshereceived
her B.S. degree and is presently working on her mastersdegree. Sheisnow
employedat theUniversity of Ohio.

Holly ismost deserving of thisaward.

Ms.Holly Baumgartner
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Special Millage Election - April 22, 2002

TheVandercook LakePublic Schoolswill beholding aspecial millageelectiononApril 22, 2002.
Thepollsshall beopenfrom 7:000’ clock a.m. until 8:00 0’ clock p.m. Thevoting poll will belocated
inthe Vandercook Lake High School, 1000 Golf Avenue, Jackson, Michigan. Thisspecial election
will be for the purpose of renewing the millage currently being collected from non-homestead
property only. Thecurrentlaw statesthat eighteen millscan becollected on non-homestead property.
Thismillagewouldonly be levied onproperty thatisnot your residence. Thiswouldincludebusiness
property and other similar situations.

Therequest will permit the school district to collect the full eighteen mills, which will be subject
to any rollback required by the Headlee Amendment. A positive vote on theissue will enable the
district toreceivefull advantageof themillagerequest. Itisimportant toremember that thiswill
not increase any millage on your homestead property. The millage is only applied to non-
homestead property.

The following proposition will be submitted to the vote of the electors at the Special School
Election:

OPERATING MILLAGE PROPOSAL
NON-HOMESTEAD & NON-QUALIFIED
AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY TAX

Thismillagewill allow the School District to levy not more than statutory rate of 18 millsagainst
non-homestead and non-qualified agricultural property requiredfor the School District toreceiveits
revenue per pupil foundation guarantee.

Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all property, excepting
homestead and qualified agricultural property, inVVandercook L ake Public School s, Jackson County,
Michigan, beincreased by 18 mills($18.00 on each $1000 of taxablevalue) for aperiod of 5 years,
2002 through 2006, inclusive, to providefundsfor operating purposes, such increase beingarenewal
of 17.691 millswhichexpiredwiththe2001 tax levy and anauthorizationof 0.309 of 1 new additional
mill (the estimated amount of revenuethat will be collected in calendar year 2002 if said 18 millsis
authorized and levied is $419,023, all of which will be disbursed to Vandercook Lake Public

Schools.)?
Ef Vote on Monday, April 22, 2002
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Kindergarten

All theKindergarten classesareen-
joying science lessons about the
senses and changes. They love the
hands-onexperiments, especially ones
that |etthem blow airintowater witha
straw or tastedifferent foodstodecide
if they aresweet, sour or salty.

Prior to Christmas break, the chil-
dren traveled to the Ella Sharp Mu-
seum to enjoy an exhibit of special
marionette puppets. They enjoyeda
special story,learnedhowtohandlea
smplemarionette puppetand evengot
tomakeahand puppet of their ownto
takehome!

The children celebrated the 100th
day of school onTuesday, January 29,
by doing 100 exercises, lickingalolli-
pop 100timesand creating pattern block designsusing 100blocks. Theroomsfilledwithgigglesasthey drew pi cturesof
what they wouldlook likewhenthey are 100yearsold. Onechild sharedthat when shewas100yearsold, shewill be
climbing mountains! Weendedthecel ebrationwithdeliciouspancakesliketheonesinthe story welistenedto called,“ The
Wolf’'sChickenStew”.

Kindergarten childrenin Mrs. Stapley’ sand Mrs. Elzinga sclassesarel earning about theocean. They really enjoyed
seeingandhandlingareal shark’ sjaw, ahorseshoecrab, seastars, sand dollars, spongesand shells. They lovelookingat
picturesof ocean creaturesinbooksandvideos. Weplantodo aproject todemonstratethelength of theworld’ slargest
mammal - thebluewhale. Besuretovisit our roomsat Exhibitiontoshareinal wehavelearned.....Mrs. Elzinga

Preschool Celebrates Valentines Day

Mrs. Barrett'spreschool at McDevitt hadavery busy VaentinesDay. Alongwiththetraditional cardand candy
exchangeandtheobligatory sugar-filled party, her student sjumpedright intothefestivitieswith a" L eukemiaHopfor
theCure". Aftertwoweeksof taking pledges, thefour-year ol dshopped, skipped, andranaroundthegymat McDevitt
for 15 minutesbeforetheir party inan efforttoraisemoney for theL eukemiaSociety. Not only didthekidshave a
GREAT timeandwear off someof their excessenergy, they alsoraised $535.00tofight Leukemial Nowthat'sa
sweetheart of adeal and a great reasontocelebrate! First thing Tuesday morningthekidswantedtoknow,"When
arewegonna doanother hop?' With suchfour-year old staminaand philanthropicabilities, | hopetheanswer will
be,"soon"!...Mrs. Barrett
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COMMUNITY-AS-SCHOOL SENIORINTERNSHIPPROGRAM

Thissemester 15 seniors areparticipating asinternsinthe Community-As-School Program. They are asfollows:

Intern:

Cassidy, Jason
Cassidy, Jason
Clemons, Kera
Clemons, Kera
Dunckd, Rachadl
Dunckd, Rachadl
Dunckd, Rachadl
Gary,Jasmine
Gary,Jamine
Gorton, Ashley
Gorton, Ashley
Hancock, Julie
Rink, Trista
Ritson, Laura
Rose, Ashley
Sedgman, Erin
Spencer, Scott
Spencer, Scott

Stevens, Jennifer

Strohm, Robert

Trousdal e, Rebecca

Zebarah, Sarah

HuronCamera& Video
Byerly’ sStudio

Dahlem Center
JacksonConservation
Dr.Humayan’ sOffice
Centerfor Family Hedlth
FooteHospital

Jackson Co. Probate Court
Prosecutor’ sOffice

Foote Family Med. Citr.
Jackson Co. ISD
Ackerson Lake School
TownsendElementary
Springcrest Family Phys.
TownsendElementary
Foote Hospital Laboratory
Dr.Kenyon'sOffice
OrthopaedicRehab
HuntElementary
AllenElementary
AckersonLakeSchool
Hunt Elementary

Photography (retail)
Photography (studio)
Environmentd
Conservation

Physical Therapy

Pre-School Ed
Elementary Ed.
Physician’s Asst.
Elementary Ed.
LabTechnician
Orthopaedic Surgery
Physica Therapy
Elementary Ed.
Elementary Ed.
Pre-School Ed.
Elementary Ed.

Community Teacher:

Mr.GregHarro
Mr.GregHarro

Ms. Susan Larson

Ms. Sharon Parker

Ms. Colleen Chadderton
Ms. ErinMazur

Ms. Sue Kofflin
JudgeV andercook

Katherine Rezmierski, Atty.
Ms. Hanna Newell
Mr. MikeMacione
Ms. Cheryl Rosenau
Ms. Sharon Elzinga
Mr. Kevin Taylor
Ms. Colleen Stapley
Ms. Mary Spencer
Dr. Paul Kenyon

Mr. Dave Polson
Ms. Maxson

Ms. Mardi Raymond
Ms. Cheryl Rosenau
Ms. Rumler

Community-As-School givesseniorswhoqualify anopportunity toexploreacareer onanin-depthlevel. Throughworking
withprofessionalsintheir chosen career area, they discover if thisisthecareer they want to pursueinthefuture. Finding
outif thecareerisorisn’tforthembeforeattending collegei sanextremely val uableexperience. I1f youwouldliketoknow
more about the program, please contact Patti Shafer, Program Coordinator, at 782-8167, Ext. 143, or Sue Haney,
CurriculumDirector, at 782-0342. If youknow any of theaboveCommunity Teachers, pleasethank themfor supporting
Vandercook L akeHigh School by sponsoring asenior for asemester. They arewonderful mentorsfor our seniors!

Pictured above are participating CAS students: (L-R) Julie Hancock, Trista Rink, Erin Sedgman, Jasmine Gary, Sarah Zebarah, Rachael
Dunckel, Jennifer Stevens, Scott Spencer, Rebecca Trousdale, Robert Strohm, Kneeling: Jason Cassidy, Ashley Rose.

(Not pictured: Ashley Gorton, Kera Clemons, Laura Ritson)
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Middle School News

Theseventh and eighth grade middle school studentsrecently finished their MEAPtesting. Testing
began the week of January 28 and concluded on February 13, 2002. The students were served a
complimentary breakfast and were encouraged by the entire middle school staff to do their best on
thetest. Theseventhgradersweretestedintheareasof readingandwriting. Theeighthgraderswere
tested in the areas of science, socia studies and math. The sixth grade students wrote letters of
encouragement to the students who were taking the test and displayed them on the bulletin in the
hallway.

L ast month, themiddle school purchased three bulletin boards, which arelocated onthewall across
from the office. One of the bulletin boards proudly displaysthe names of the Honor Roll students.
Thesecond bulletin board recogni zesthemiddl eschool Studentsof theMonth, andthethirddisplays
the student birthdays during the month. Also, we have a fantastic new electronic message board,
which displays up-coming events.

For moreinformationabout all theexcitingand educational activitiestaking placeat Vandercook L ake
MiddleSchool, pleaseask your childrentobringhometheir copy of theMiddle School Journal. Every
third Friday, Mr. Gass's Journalism class produces an exceptional new paper, which displays
wonderful photography and thought-provoking articles.

March is Parenting Awareness Month

Goodparentingincludes..........

1. Showing children love, concern, and respect at all times.

2. Giving children asafe placeto live and play.

3. Helping children expressall their feelings appropriately and listening to what they say.
4. Giving children appropriate choices whenever possible.

5. Having reasonabl e rules that are understood by all.

6. Being responsible and teaching children to be responsible.

7. Spending timewith children.

8. Setting an example by what we say and do.

9. Working with our schools and communities to make them better for children.

10. Asking for help when we need it.
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1st Grade

Didyouknow that the* cakewalk” originatedin Africa? Thisisoneof themany
interestingthingsbeingtaughtinthe1st Grades. Unitsconcerning Black History Month,
Denta HealthM onth, penguins, theUnited States, our February Presidents, friendship
and sharing areafew of themany topi csbeingtaught.

Guidedreading, interactivewriting, “ publishing” individual and classbooksarejust
afew of thethingsbeingdoneinLanguageArts. Small groupinstructionandlotsof time
toreada oneorwithapartner areakey element tothesuccessof beginningreaders.
Practiceandlotsof itissoimportant.

InMath, astrategy called” CGI” (Cognitively Guided I nstruction) isbeingincorpo-
ratedintheteachingof math. Thisstrategy alowsandencouragesthestudentstothink
throughwhat aproblemissayingandthendecidehowtosolveit. Thechildrenareusing
avariety of manipulatives, suchasUnifix cubes, colored chips, Base10blocks, rulers
and clockstowork throughtheprocess. A key part of theprogramisallowingtime
forthechildrentoexploreandthenexplaintheir answers. Thechildrenquickly learn
that thereismorethan oneway tocomeupwiththesameanswer. Itistruly amazing
to seetheexcitement they show and thecompl exity of problem solving that goeson.

In Science, not only arethechildrenlearning from atext about animal s, weather,
plants, theseasonsand heal th, but they al soarelearningfromtwokitscalled, “ Water
Works’ and“Measuringand Sorting” . Thekitsarea” hands-on” formatwhichalows
for experimentsand for the childrenthe opportunity to predict the outcomeof the
experiments. Thechildrenhavereally enjoyedlearning Sciencethisyear.

Asyou can see, our 1st Grades are a busy place to be. “There’ s never adull
moment!”......Mrs.Rininger

5th Grade

2nd Grade

The2nd Gradeisoff andrunning
withcursvehandwriting. They are
very excitedtolearnhowtoform
theirletters.

We are now in our second an-
thology and looking forward to
somewonderful stories.

AfiedtriptotheJacksonCitizen
PatriotisinMarch. Thisallowsus
theopportunity to seethewriting
processinaction.

Dinosaurs are what the 2nd
Gradewill beexhibitingattheCel-
ebration of Learning night. We
hopethat everyonewill comeand
seewhatwehavelearned.....Mrs.
Higgins

Easter EggHunt

The fifth annual Easter egg
hunt is scheduled for Satur-
day, March 30, 2002. The
highschool Student Councilis
planningthisexcitingandfun
event. It will be held at
Townsend School.

Thesecond semester hasstarted off withabangfor the5th Gradeclassesthisyear! Studentsaregetting excited about
andplanningfortheM EA Pteststhey areabout totake. The5th Graderstakethewriting, socia studiesand scienceportions

of theMEAP.

Whilepreparingfor theM EA Ptest, the5th Gradershavehad many exciting, enthus asticandwonderful activitiesplanned
tomotivatethemtoward doingtheir absol utebest onthesetests. They’ vehada“kick off” breakfast, MEAPT-shirts, a
motivational assembly, andyounger classroomscheeringthemonwithlettersandtreats!

The5th Graderswouldliketothank all of thepeoplewhohavehel ped makeour MEA Ptest festivitiesasuccess........Mr.

VanEpps
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3rdGrade

Muchliketheworldwelivein, there’ snever anidlemomentin Townsend' s3rd Gradeclassrooms. Studentsareapplying
their reading skillstolearnabout people, places, history and scienceasreading occupiesall “ extratime’ gapsintheschool
day. TheAccel erated Reader computer qui zzesprovetoberewarding asstudentsacquirepointsand persond prideintheir
readingachievements.

Inaddition, teacherscontributeby devel opingthestudents' reading, writingand reporting skillsby introducingthemto
aspectsof research. Now studentscanwritereportsabout natural disasters, cultural diversity incooking andbiographies
honoring African Americans. Tosupplementthewrittenword, classroomshavebeen creatingmodel sof disasters, cooking
andtasting ethni cfoods, and watching bi ographi esand natural disastersonvideo.

Sciencehasbecomeafavoritesubject for many studentsthisyear. Classesareusing new “ hands-on” materials, which
makeslearningafirsthand, funexperience. The3rd Gradecurriculumexploressoundand matter. Investigationsabout sound
includemaking model eardrumsand using hand-madeinstrumentsto show differencesinpitch, volumeandfrequency.
Experimentsonmatter includeus ngwater di splacement tomeasurethevol umeof irregul ar shaped objectsand using primer
bal ancesto measurethemassof solids, liquidsand gasses.

Withinthenext month, studentswill formally beintroducedtomulltiplication. Itwill beexcitingwhenstudentsrealizethey
havea ready beenmultiplyingevery timethey put groupsof thingstogether. Parents, get ready for multiplicationflashcards
andtimestablecharts!

Y ouredlizetheyear isgoingquickly whenthelast* official” school party hasbeen celebrated. Classmatesenjoyedreading
thelively Vaentinemessages, sal ected ohsoappropriately, by their friends. SoontheV a entinedecorationswill comedown,
only tomakeroomfor thenext batch of handmadedesigns. Couldit bethat summer’ snotfar off2......Mrs. Jones

4th Grade

Just ask any 4th Grade student what isontheir mind thesesdaysandthey will tell you... MEAP, MEAP, MEAP! Our
4th Gradestudentshavebeenworking hard and doing atremendousjob of givingthisyear’ SMEAPtest their best effort.
Fourth Graderstakethemathandreadingtests. Inrewardfor working sohard, all 4thand 5th Gradeclasseswill begoing
roller skating at All Skateto celebrateajobwell done. They haveearnedit! Specia recognitiongoesto4th Grader Alan
Cropsey inMr. Snyder’ sclassfor drawingthedesignthatisonthe4th GradeMEAPT-shirts.

L ast semester, 4th Grade studentsspent muchtimepreparingfor their music programthat washeld on January 15. Fourth
Gradersdisplayedtheir patriotismthrough song, instrumentsand signlanguage. They reminded usof thecoredemocratic
valuesandthefreedomwearesoprivilegedtoexperienceherein America. Thank youtoMrs. Childsfor all thehardwork
sheputintothemusicprogramthisyear!

Lookingforwardtowhat liesahead, all 4th Gradeclasseswill betakingafieldtriptotheDahlem CenterinMarch. They
will beexperiencingfirsthand how maplesugar and maplesyruparemade! (Dahlem Center shouldwatchoutfor MissGrant,
Mrs. Gleedand Mrs. Cripe. They haveanincurablecaseof thesweet tooth.)

All of usherein 4th Grade are off to agreat start this second semester. We are excited about the opportunitiesand
challengesthat lieahead. Our 4th Gradersareslowly ontheir way tobecoming...5TH GRADERS!........ Mrs. Cripe
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Townsend Student Wins Jackson Transportation Art Contest

TheJackson Transportation Author-
ity celebrated National Transportation
Week in November, by having 2nd
through 4th Grade studentsdraw pic-
turesof transportationtohangintheir
terminal. Amberleigh Varney, a3rd
GraderinMissWaite sroom, wonthe
art contest for the 3rd Grade. She
received herwinningdrawingbackinan
oak frame and also a $50.00 savings
bond. Shedrew apictureof anairplane
withthewordsUSA ontheside. We
are very proud of Amberleigh at
Townsend Elementary School.

Mr.JohnEicher of IAMM showsfourth grader, Joshual owe, howtocarefor anew
book, whileCasey L awr enceand Ryan Donner enjoy readingsomeof the new books.

AmberleighVVarneyand Mr. Chilcotedisplay Amberleigh'swinning
framed artwork.

[.A.A.M. Donates New Books
to Townsend School Library

Mr. John Eicher, representing theln-
dependent A ccountantsA ssoci ation of
Michigan, donated several new books
to and visited the Townsend School
Library,whenthebookswerepresented.
Heshowedthechildrenhowtotakecare
of anew book sothat thebindingisnot
damaged. The children and staff of
Townsend School appreciatetheir gen-
erousdonation. Thank you, Mr. Eicher
andthelndependent AccountantsAs-
sociationof Michigan, for supportingour
school library......... Mrs. Taylor,Media
Specidid/Librarian
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“TypetoLearnat Townsend”

Type to Learn is a computer-key-
boarding programthatisbeingusedto
teach the 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade stu-
dentsat Townsend. The programis
taughtinacycleusingitsfour activities.
1. New Frontiers: isthemainpart of the
program. Thereare22lessons. Each
lessonintroducesnew | etters, numbers,
punctuationand actionkeys. The5th
Gradershavethekeyboard coveredso
they canmemorizethekeyboard.

Third and Fourth Graders have the
keyboardcoveredduringreviewwhich
comesafter every twolessonsto hel preinforcetheir memorization of thekeyboard. 2. Games: aretypingexercises. They
learn signlanguage, namesof countries, statesandtheplanets. 3. Warp Speed: typing wordsand sentencesto seehow
many wordsper minutethey cantype. 4. NotePad: isaword processing program. Thechildrenmakeup storiesusing
theirtypingskills. | print their storieswhenthey arefinished and hangthemonthewall inthecomputer |labwiththeir picture
attached. Thechildrenareveryfastlearners. I’ mproud of each of them. They’ redoingawonderful job!........... Mrs. Cichy

Guided Reading: What Is|t?

Atconferencetime, your child’ steacher may discusswithyoutheproblem-solving strategiesheor sheobservesyour
youngster using duringguidedreading. What i sguided readingandwhy isit anefficient useof instructional time?

Toexplainwhat guidedreadingis, it may behel pful toarticulatewhat itisnot. Guidedreadingisnot“round-robin”
readingwherechildrentaketurns. Grouping of childrenisnot static, but changesaccordingtoinstructional need.
Guidedreadinglessonsarebrief (10-20minutes) small grouplessonswithacarefully-chosentext. Afterintroducing
thetext, theteacher observesall childrenreading s multaneoudy andbriefly interactsto prompt studentstouseavail able
strategiestomakemeaning. After reading, theteacher demonstratesandexplicitly teachesstrategieschildrenneedto
useintheirindependent reading.

Guidedreadingisanefficient useof ingructiona time. Thechildrenareactively involvedintheprocessfrombeginning
toend, astheteacher hassel ected atext just right for that group of readers. Theteacher observesandrecordsthe
strategiesthereadersareusing. Sheusesthisinformationtoplanfor subsequentlessons, givingthestudentsthesupport
they needto becomeindependent problemsolvers.

Theteaching of reading haschanged greatly sinceweadultswerebeginning readers. Thereisawealthof research
availabletoteachersthat showseffectiveteaching practices. Itisour challengeasliteracy educatorstofind efficient
waysto support our young readersasthey becomefluent readers.......Mrs. Osypczuk, Reading Recovery/Literacy
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YEAR END CALENDAR -2001-2002

Parent Teacher Conferences 7-9:00 pm

Parent Teacher Conferences 1-4; 7-9:00 pm; 1/2 Day of School
1/2 Day of School

Board Meeting- HSLibrary - 6:00 p.m.

Blood Drive- High School

AcademicGames

Band TriptoNew Y ork

Good Friday - No School

Easter Egg Hunt

Spring Break
Board Meeting- HSLibrary - 6:00 pm.
Exhibitionof Learning 7-9:00 pm

Prom

Kindergarten Round-up

Board Meeting- HSLibrary - 6:00 pm.

5th GradeOrientation 8-9:30pm

Spring Middle School Band/Choir Concert 7:30 pm
5th GradeParent Orientation 6:30 pm

High School Band/Choir Concert 7:30 pm

Senior Dessert 6:30pm

High School Awards7:30pm

Track Awards6:30pm

1/2 Day School

Memorial Day - No School

6th and 7th Grade Awards 1:30 pm, 8th Grade Awards6:30 pm
Baseball, Softball Dessert 6:30 pm

Baccalaureste

Commencement - Potter Center 8:00pm
Exams

1/2 Days of School

Last Day for Students

Holiday Book Fair at Townsend School

Townsend School Library heldaHoliday Book FairinDecember 2001. Wewanttothank all who participatedand
workedduringthefair. TheLibrary will receivenew books, booksontapeandauthor videostoaddtoour library
collection. Weareplanninganother eventfor May 2002. Seeyouthere!......Mrs. Taylor, MediaSpecidist/Librarian
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